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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES 

I have just returned from a highly successful Day Boat Week in Brixham. The 17 

strong fleet enjoyed a wide variety of conditions and were very well looked after 

both onshore and afloat by the team from the host club. The racing was hotly 

contested with 4 different points race winners and the overall result was not 

decided until well into the final race.  

 A particular highlight was Tuesday’s Long-Distance Race sailed in a 5knot 

breeze and solid sunshine. The course took the 13-boat fleet to a mark off 

Paignton and a finish at Torquay a distance of 4 nautical miles. We then went 

ashore for refreshments before enjoying a truly memorable pursuit race back 

home to Brixham. The whole day was brilliantly organised by the race team.  

A full report of the week is included in these Notes. 

From the AGM there were some significant committee 

changes to report. After 14 years of unstinting and 

dedicated service to the Association, Bob & Kath Davis are 

standing down from their Treasurer and Membership roles. 

On behalf of all the members I was delighted to make a 

special presentation to them at the prizegiving. 

I am pleased to announce that Annette and Steve Wilson 

have agreed to take on the vacant roles for an interim 2-

year period.  To ease the transition Bob has agreed to 

remain on the committee for a further year. 

At the AGM the members also reviewed our continued participation at the RYA 

Dinghy show. After a wide-ranging discussion, it was agreed that there was 

significant value in attending even if that cannot be measured in terms of either 

additional members or new boats.  

For many years Bob and Kath have managed all aspects of our stand. Quite 

understandably they have confirmed that 2024 was their last show and I would 

like to express my thanks to them both for all their efforts. I am therefore looking 

for a volunteer to take on the job of setting up and running the stand for the 2025 

show.  Ideally it would be helpful if the individual had some marketing experience. 

Please contact me if you are interested in the role. 

Wishing you good sailing for the remainder of the season. 

David Macfarlane 
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Welcome to new members 

Michael Taylor and Christopher Hiett sailing Frin DB617 at Marconi 
Saiiling Club in Essex 

Ralph Nocker with Elizabeth Rickard, joined Bosham SC with DB600, 

Muriel 

Shane Maclean is now sailing Zenith, DB463 at Gravesend 

Nick and Juliana Crang, Jennifer and Rebecca. Nick and Jennifer sailed 

Kerfuffle DB629 at Brixham.   

YOUR COMMITTEE 

Please contact any Committee member for advice or information  

David Macfarlane Chairman Bosham 07538 528699 

Annette Wilson Treasurer Poole 01425 271927 

Steve Wilson Membership Poole 01425 271927 

Dave Allen  Thornbury 07503 331696 

Julie Bowden Webmaster Thornbury 07790 498938 

Peter Hewitt  Poole 01985 214745 

Bob Davis  Poole 01794 368118 

Tim Wilcock  Bosham 01243 788678 

John Davies-Mullan  Gravesend 07960 001 909 

James Hewitt  Frensham Pond 07703 612011 

 

The Association’s builder:  

Steve Creasey - stevecreasey68@gmail.com or on 07818 625635  

Front Cover—DB Week at Brixham 2024   
Winner—Pete Hewitt and Chris Lockett in DB 669 Merlin 
( Photos by Fiona Macfarlane) 
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YACHTING WORLD DAYBOAT WEEK BRIXHAM 2024 

A 17 strong fleet of Yachting World Dayboats travelled to Brixham 

Yacht Club for the week of the 22nd June to take part in DBWeek 2024. 

We were blessed with sunshine and good sailing breezes which  

gradually strengthened as the week progressed. 

Brixham is a very popular venue for the class as the Yacht Club can 

offer the option of dry sailing, or pontoon and floating moorings to 

suit everyone’s preferences. 

Saturday was taken up with rigging, launching and scrutineering fol-

lowed by a welcome reception and supper at the club. 

On Sunday we woke to sea mist and very little breeze. The Principal 

Race officer Peter Lytton made the wise decision to delay launching to 

allow the conditions to improve. His decision was rewarded when, 

after a two-hour delay, a gentle 5 mph easterly filled in and visibility 

lifted. 

DB 584 needs a new home. 

This is the last Dayboat built by L H Walker of Leigh on Sea, Essex in 
1979. A genuine  “one careful owner” boat which has been in a garage 
for the last 35 years. It has the original wooden mast and boom and 
the whole boat  is unblemished and totally sound. The owner wants 
the boat to be passed on to someone who will use it and look after it. 
If you, or anyone you know, maybe interested or require more  

information please give me a call. Peter Hewitt 01985  214745  
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The course for the day was a windward /leeward with a spreader mark 

and gate. The fleet got away first time with Nigel & Isabelle Russell 

(DB614) in the lead at the first mark. However, on the next upwind leg, 

second place Jack Young & Ellie Aneiros (DB657) split tacks with the  

Russells and were rewarded with a shift which enabled them to take the 

lead which they held to the finish. In third place for most of the race 

were Peter Hewitt & Chris Lockett (DB669), however they attempted an 

inshore route up the final beat which failed to pay off and they were 

overtaken by Peter’s son Michael crewed by Steve Creasy (DB678). 

The first points race was followed by a one lap ‘Opportunity’ race which 

allowed crews to take the helm and show their skippers how to race a 

Dayboat. There were two trophies at stake, with Ellie Aneiros winning 

the Ladies’ Trophy and Chris Lockett winning the Crew’s Race. 

Monday is traditionally a double race day. The course was a triangle /

sausage and the wind had strengthened by a couple of knots. Both races 

were dominated by Peter & Chris who led at every mark.  Second place 

in both races were the very consistent Nigel & Isabelle.  Whilst Jack & 

Ellie secured 3rd place in the first, and Alan & Bob Davis (DB641) in the 

second.  

On Monday evening Bob and Kath Davis ran a fantastic quiz which was 

attended and thoroughly enjoyed by the entire fleet. 

Tuesday is always the Long Distance race day. This passage race is a 

longstanding tradition at Day boat Week and does not count for overall 

points. The plan for the day was to race across Torbay via a turning 

mark off Paignton and stop for lunch in Torquay - a distance of 4 nauti-

cal miles. As the fleet launched, the wind was non-existent. However, 

the forecast was positive and so the 13 boats rowed /paddled their way 

out to the committee boat just outside Brixham harbour. 



DAYBOAT NOTES 

JULY 2024 PAGE 6

 

 

 
When the starting cannon fired, boats were drifting in all directions. 
Magically a 5mph breeze began to fill in and the fleet set off in the  
direction of Torquay. Ever alert to the direction of the incoming wind, 
Nigel & Isabelle headed out to sea and picked up the first zephyrs, 
which allowed them to build an unassailable lead all the way to the  
finishing line just off the entrance to Torquay marina. Just before the 
finish, Peter & Chris managed to overtake Nick & Jennifer Crang (DB629) 
to take 2nd place. 
After a very well-earned pint and pasty in Torquay, the fleet headed 
back out to the committee boat for a pursuit race back to Brixham.  
Despite giving the first starters a 6 minute headstart, Nigel & Isabelle  
triumphed again! Huge thanks to the Brixham YC race team for laying 
on a truly memorable day. 
Wednesday provided solid sunshine but a shifty 6-8mph breeze. The 
course for the day was a triangle /sausage. After a clean start the fleet 
split both ways up the 1st beat. Initially, the port side looked favourable, 
but a late shift gave the boats coming in from starboard a big  
advantage. 
Father and daughter team, Nick and Jennifer, enjoying their first Day 
Boat Week, rounded first with a clear lead. Behind them came Sue & 
Howard Clayton (DB650) with most of the leading boats from previous 
races down in the pack. During the reaching legs the wind shifted 30 
degrees to port, so the race committee adjusted the course. However 
just as the windward mark had been relocated the wind shifted back 40 
degrees! Whilst this created many changes in the chasing pack Nick & 
Jennifer and Sue & Howard managed to keep their positions to the  
finish.  
Behind them there was a terrific fight amongst the leading boats in the 
points series. At the final gybe mark, Nigel & Isabelle just pulled through 
into 3rd place.  
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However, to protect their position from the chasing boats they had to 
sail high which allowed Peter & Chris the space to sail low and pip Nigel 
& Isabelle on the line and secure what proved to be a very critical 3rd 
place. 
So going into Thursday’s final race Peter & Chris held a one-point ad-
vantage on 5 points over Nigel & Isabelle’s 6 points and Jack & Ellie’s 8 
points. 
Thursday’s forecast always looked to be the windy day of the week and 
so it proved with a 15-18 mph westerly and gusts of 21 mph. The 
course reverted to a windward/leeward. As the fleet sailed out to the 
start area the wind took its toll and there were two instances of jib hal-
yards failing, and one dismasting. All three boats were able to get safely 
back to Brixham. 
The depleted fleet had a clean start, and it was soon evident that the 
port side of the course was favoured. From that side came the ultimate 
race winner Alan & Bob, closely followed by Richard & Laura Lewis 
(DB618) and David Macfarlane & John Mckeand (DB597). Both the two 
leading boats vying for the overall title were caught on the wrong side 
which left the field clear for Jack & Ellie to move up to take 2nd position 
on the line followed by David & John. 
Despite Peter & Chris recording their discard in the final race, they had 
done just enough to take the overall title by one point from Jack & Ellie. 
Nigel & Isabelle also counted the fifth race as their discard which 
dropped them down to third overall for the second year running. 
The week culminated in an excellent dinner and prizegiving at the Brix-
ham clubhouse. 
 Many thanks are due to all the members of the club who made this 
such a special week. Particular thanks go to Peter Lytton the PRO and 
his team for running a faultless series and Adrian Morrall for both his 
mark laying expertise and overall event management. 
Day Boat Week 2025 returns to the Royal Cornwall Yacht club in Fal-
mouth from the 26th- 31st July. 
David Macfarlane 



DAYBOAT NOTES 

JULY 2024 PAGE 8

 

 

 

Yachting World Dayboat Week 2024 -  
Brixham Yacht Club June 27, 2024 YW Dayboat Fleet 
                                                                                                                                  Sailed: 5, Discards: 1, To count: 4, Entries: 17, Scoring system: Appendix A
Rank   SailNo Boat            HelmName CrewName Club Race

            

1st   669 Merlin         Peter 
  
                    Hewitt 

Chris Lockett Poole YC 

2nd   657 Papa II        Jack 
  
                    Young 

Ellie Aneiros Royal Cork 
YC 

3rd   614 Casspian    Nigel 
                   Russell 

Isabelle Russell Bosham SC 

4th   641 Lucky          Alan Davis Bob Davis Weston SC/
PooleYC 

5th   678 Groovie       Michael     Hewitt Steve Creasey RYA 

6th   597 Yellow         David 
Peril            Macfarlane 

John Mckeand Bosham SC 

7th   629 Kerfuffle      Nick Crang Jennifer Crang RYA 

8th   618 Vis Vitas      Richard 
                    Lewis 

Laura Lewis Bosham S C 

9th   634 Plu Mosso   Peter Kay Annette Kay Poole YC 

10th   664 TiGer Tim Wilcock Gerry Wilcock Bosham SC 

11th   650 Hullabaloo Sue Clayton Howard  
Clayton 

Poole YC 

12th   675 Aurora Steve Wilson Annette  
Wilson 

Poole YC 

13th   572 Attila Dave Allen John Everett Thornbury SC       7.0             

14th   640 Daisy Mark Ross Sue Ross Bosham SC 

15th   565 Avocet Tim Parkinson Diana  
Parkinson 

Thornbury SC   11.0

16th   656 Larus 1 1 Katherine Hodg-
son 

Stephen 
Hodgson 

RYA 

17th   542 Kiwi Stuart Beale Louise Brown Thornbury  SC    16.0

applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A26
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A45
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A65
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A85
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A106
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     Sailed: 5, Discards: 1, To count: 4, Entries: 17, Scoring system: Appendix A 
Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Total Nett 

23/06/24 24/06/24 24/06/24 26/06/24 27/06/24     

4.0 1.0 1.0 3.0 (10.0) 19.0 9.0 

1.0 3.0 4.0 (6.0) 2.0 16.0 10.0 

2.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 (6.0) 16.0 10.0 

6.0 6.0 3.0 (10.0) 1.0 26.0 16.0 

3.0 4.0 7.0 5.0 (18.0 
DNC) 

37.0 19.0 

(14.0) 5.0 5.0 8.0 3.0 35.0 21.0 

(18.0 
DNC) 

11.0 9.0 1.0 5.0 44.0 26.0 

(13.0) 9.0 8.0 9.0 4.0 43.0 30.0 

5.0 (12.0) 6.0 11.0 9.0 43.0 31.0 

8.0 10.0 10.0 7.0 (18.0 
DNC) 

53.0 35.0 

9.0 (14.0) 12.0 2.0 14.0 
RET 

51.0 37.0 

10.0 (13.0) 11.0 12.0 7.0 53.0 40.0 

Thornbury SC       7.0              7.0 15.0 15.0 (18.0 
DNC) 

62.0 44.0 

12.0 8.0 (17.0) 13.0 11.0 61.0 44.0 

Thornbury SC   11.0 (16.0) 14.0 14.0 8.0 63.0 47.0 

15.0 15.0 13.0 (16.0) 12.0 71.0 55.0 

Thornbury  SC    16.0 (17.0) 16.0 17.0 13.0 79.0 62.0 

applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A26
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A45
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A65
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A85
applewebdata://5FD8B358-AB1D-4C75-82D3-1DBCBF53F08E#RANGE!A106
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First Time at DB Week 

Having bought "Kerfuffle" 629 in 2023 and re-
ceived a very warm  
welcome from the YW Dayboat family we were 
excited to attend our first Dayboat Week in Brix-
ham. Jennifer had just finished her GSCE  
exams and had an extended break from school so 
I was delighted that she wanted to spend a week 
sailing with her dad. 
The format and setting made for a unique blend 
of family holiday and class championship that 
was delightful and worked perfectly for us both. 
The racing was competitive and slickly organised 

and the sight of the pretty and colourful Dayboats bobbing at their 
moorings off the club in the sunshine after racing was picture perfect.  
Jennifer commented, "It was such a fantastic week, with a positive and 
friendly atmosphere. I really enjoyed it." by Nick Crang 

Notes from Avon Sailing Club by Pete Hewitt 
The Avon Open Meeting was at the end of 
half-term which meant everyone turned up 
for the weekend on the Friday. This allowed 
plenty of time to look around the boats, last 
minute finishes and also alterations and im-
provements. 
I was impressed with the amount of time 
and energy which the new owners had put 
into some of the old Porter built boats to 
restore them and to give them a whole new 
lease of life. It showed what could be done 
with enthusiasm and hard work. 
One comment was that it was like attending 
a classic car event (not that I would know) -my photographs are unlikely 
to do justice to the true transformations on show. 
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Nick Crang spent most of the winter sorting out Kerfuffle and this gives 
some idea of the finish he has achieved. It not only looks good but it 
works as he won the fourth points race at Brixham.  Daughter Rebecca is 
shown polishing the restored deck. 
Mat Straker continues to work on Daydreamer and with new buoyancy 

bags and covers it is looking as 
good as new. 
Andrew Hewitt is the new 
owner of Magic Roundabout 
which is an ongoing project. 
With a length of Dyneema, 
some fids, an extra block and 
the knowhow work on 
Kerfuffle’s kicking strap 
attracts an interested 
audience. Note the beer and 
cans. 

Open at Avon Sailing Club  by Simon Bullingham 
The third Avon Sailing Club (ASC), Yachting World Dayboat open meeting 
was held on Saturday 1st June.  Race officer Peter Keighley learnt from 
previous years that keeping the course simple, was the key to a quiet 
day at the office.  He opted for an upwind/downwind course with a 
leeward gate.  There was a strong ebb flow all day with a variable breeze 
of less than 10 knots mostly from the Northeast. 
There was a complete range of experience and ages present, including 
grandchildren racing with grandparents.  With 11 boats and over 30 
sailors camping for the weekend it was always going to be a lot of fun.  
Only a few of the more experienced campaigners dodged some 
sensational campsite snoring, sensibly booking the Tewkesbury Hilton, 
but hotel bookings did increase (and tent numbers decrease) on the 
second evening, as a direct result! 
With an ever-increasing number of boats, the fleet was again split into 
flights for the round robin element with the top half going into the cup 
competition and the remainder competing for the silver bowl. 
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Mike Hewitt who had won the cup on the 
previous two events, had a great start to the 
day with two first places and looked on 
course to be champion again.  Peter Hewitt, 
his father is, never far from the front of the 
fleet and, after discards, shared the top spot 
with Michael, at the end of the round robin.  
Peter was closely followed by yet another 
Hewitt, this time Andrew.  In his newly refur-
bished older boat, Andrew showing that you 
don’t need a new boat to be competitive.  

Colin Blewett and Simon Bullingham (crewed by Henry Hewitt) took the 
final spots in the cup competition on four points each, after discards. 
Georgie Bullingham the only female helm, starting only her third re-
gatta as helm (son John as crew), finished the round robin series in a 
very creditable seventh position, narrowly missing out on the Cup com-
petition. 
The cup medal race was won by Colin and Margaret Blewett (Aged 8), 
the grandfather and granddaughter combination proving to be ex-
tremely effective.  Colin is normally directed around the course by his 
daughter, but her place on the team appears to no longer be guaran-
teed!  The win was enough to secure the cup win, on count back.  In 
second place was the wizardly Peter Hewitt with Martha (Age 8) and 
Harry Wylie (Age 10) as crew.  In third place was Andrew Hewitt who 
had his son’s Stan (Age 11) and Max (Age 9) as crew.  Max also man-
aged to win the competition for most J20 drinks on his Dad’s tab 
(nineteen!), which bodes well for his attempt to retain his crown as the 
Salcombe ice cream eating champion, when the YWDB’s return to Sal-
combe town regatta in the summer! 
The bowl medal race was a closely run thing, with Nick and Rebecca 
Crang leading the way, closely followed by Matt and Hugh Straker.  Jon 
“Robbo” Gent with Laurie and Suzannah crewing, finished in third.   
In the silver bowl competition, Matt Straker finished overall winner for 
the second year in a row, only one point ahead of team Crang.   
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The Gent’s finished in third place. 
The relaxed Sunday race to the Lower Lode pub for lunch, in glorious 
sunshine, was won by Mike Hewitt and Mila.  The versatility of the YWDB 
is legendary and the lack of wind and strong flow meant that whilst 
sailing wasn’t an option for some, those crews made their way to the 
pub under their own steam by rowing part of the last leg!   
Once all the boats were rafted up, the prize, a proper pub lunch in the 
sunshine, was enjoyed by all.  The drift back with the flow was a great 
chance for the younger team members to get some experience helming. 
Thanks must go to the race officer Peter Keighley and his team and 
particularly to Nicky Hughes and the group at ASC who catered for all the 
campers for the whole weekend.  A lot of family fun was had by all. 

 

Helm Sail 
# 

R 1 R 2 R 3 Flight 
Pts 

Cup/
Bowl 

C/B 
Pos 

C/B 
Pts 

To-
tal 
Pts 

Posi-
tion 

Colin 
Blewett 

642 3 4 1 4 Cup 1 2 6 1 

Pete Hewitt 669 1 2 1 2 Cup 2 4 6 2 

Andrew 
Hewitt 

639 2 1 2 3 Cup 3 6 9 3 

Mike 
Hewitt 

678 1 1 DN
F 

2 Cup 4 8 10 4 

Simon 
Bullingham 

677 2 3 2 4 Cup 5 10 14 5 

Matt 
Straker 

621 3 4 4 7 Bowl 2 4 11 1 

Nick Crang 629 5 6 5 10 Bowl 1 2 12 2 

Robbo 673 4 5 5 9 Bowl 3 6 15 3 

Antony 
Lynall 

167
7 

6 3 4 7 Bowl 4 8 15 4 

James 
Hewitt 

676 5 2 3 5 Bowl DN
F 

14 19 5 

Georgie 
Bullingham 

648 4 5 3 7 Bowl DN
F 

14 21 6 
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Bosham SC  Open – 11 & 12th May  David Macfarlane 
The 12 boat fleet enjoyed champagne sailing conditions at this year’s 
Bosham SC Open Meeting. The sun shone throughout, and the wind gods 
delivered a fabulous 10-12 knot breeze. The 10 home boats were joined 
by two visitors one of whom had travelled all the way from Avon SC. 
The programme consisted of 4 races over the two days, with committee 
boat starts in the main part of Chichester Harbour. The courses took the 
fleet to all corners of this picturesque harbour. A unique feature of this 

event is the tradition of finishing the 
second race each day at Bosham Quay. 
This involves some interesting tactical 
choices particularly when the ebb tide 
sets in. 
The racing this year was utterly 
dominate by the Bosham crew of Nigel 
and Isabelle Russell (DB614) who won 
all four races in a very convincing 

manner.The Russell’s had blistering boat speed and terrific recovery 
powers. In race 3 when they were OCS at the start and gave the rest of 
the fleet a significant head start, they managed to work their way up 
through the fleet to win the race by a large margin! 
The tussle for 2nd and 3rd overall between David & Fiona Macfarlane 
(DB597) and Tim & Gerry Wilcock (DB664) went down to the wire. At the 
penultimate turning mark in the final race, Tim & Gerry held a very slim 
lead both on points and on the water, however an unexpected sea 
breeze kicked in which brought David & Fiona back within a few boat 
lengths of the Wilcock’s. David & Fiona cheated the worst of the ebb tide 
by sailing in shallow water down the Chidham shore and managed to 
overtake Tim & Gerry 100m from the finish to take 2nd overall on count 
back. 
The Open meeting event is run in conjunction with Bosham ‘s 3 Day 
Masters event. The DB sailors along with all the other competitors 
enjoyed a magnificent tea after the racing each day, with supper and live 
music on the terrace as the sun set on Saturday evening. 
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Thornbury SC        Dave Allen DB572, Attila. 
Most of the news worthy items occurring Severn side have centred 
round club facilities and infrastructure development. 
The club’s sea defences have been surveyed and heightened, as well as 
two removable road gates being installed. DB honorary life member 
Barry Leat masterminded most of the process, which was tested suc-
cessfully by some of the very high tides experienced in May. Our club 
tractor and boat lifter have been replaced with newer models, and a 
new club balcony is being fabricated to enhance race viewing.  
With the latter in mind Stu Beale and Dave Allen have invested in new 
spars, but how much their performances will be enhanced, remains to 
be seen. Stuart’s abilities with his old IYE stick, however, were good 
enough for him to finish third in the club Spring Series and to retain the 
DB Transom Trophy for highest DB finisher in the series. 
Spring vacations meant that there were no TSC visitors to Avon or 
Bosham this year, but three boats are planning for the big trek East to 
take part in Gravesend DB Open. Our own open will occur on the week-
end of 26th and 27th July as part of TSC Regatta 75th club anniversary cel-
ebrations, and we are hoping for a good number of home boats and 
hopefully some visitors to compete against! 
Four TSC boats have recently taken part in the DB nationals at Brixham, 
and all had a great time despite occupying most of the lower positions 
by the end of race 5. Attila 572 showed some promise with two 7th place 
finishes early on, but these proved to be our highest placings as a group 
this year. Falmouth 2025 awaits. 
An item of sad news to conclude with. This is the recent passing away of 
Dave Clifford, TSC member from the 1965 to 1992 and owner of DBs 
Pippin 172 and Constance 474 (both wooden clinker boats). Dave was a 
keen cruising sailor of Dayboats, reaching far flung destinations from 
TSC such as Lundy, the Scilly Isles, West Wales, and the English South 
coast. From Weymouth he reached Alderney one summer, using it as a 
warm up for that year’s DB week in Poole. He also competed in TSC’s 
one and only DB Week in 1985, finishing a respectable mid fleet in a 
couple of races.  
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 His sailing endeavours were undertaken with wooden spars, and for 
cruising, a variety of anchors, tent, inflatable dinghy, and his latest 
batch of home brew beer. In later years he came out of retirement 
to encourage DB sailing (well just my-
self mainly, and with often calamitous 
results) at Thornbury in a time when 
Tim Parkinson in Avocet 565 was the 
only regular Dayboat sailor still active, 
and it gave him much delight to hear of 
our class developing in size and scope 
in recent years. His memory and spirit 
lives on. 

 

Notes from Poole YC                      Steve Wilson  Aurora 

The season at Poole has got off to a slow start. Due to a misunderstand-
ing at the club we couldn't have our berths until mid April instead of 1st 
April so the first two weeks of the season was lost. 
After that poor weather took over. No races hap-
pened in the Spring Saturday series. Spring Monday 
and Thursday series did get some races in with eight 
boats taking part in both. Bob Clewer won both se-
ries, but interestingly no boat won more than a single 
race in each series. As I write our regatta weekend 
just lost Friday evening and Saturday to strong winds. 
Fingers crossed for our open in a couple of weeks 
time. 

On a better note four Poole boats went to Brixham and also Bob Davis 
crewed for son Alan. Report elsewhere in 'Notes'. Congratulations to 
Pete Hewitt crewed by Chris Lockett winning the title . Also Sue Clayton 
was the leading lady helm.  
Next year Falmouth. 
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Gravesend Sailing Club Regatta - 6 & 7th July 2024. 
Another year and another great GSC Regatta and DB Open held and a 
truly whole club event run by members.   
A two day event where we welcomed the return of Phoenix (636) and 
Zenith (643) after many years not sailing.  A strong attendance overall 
with 10 DBs, 3 from Thornbury Sailing Club - Attilla (573), Proud Mary 
(533), and 2023 Winner Avocet (565) - in addition, great to see Mike 
Hewitt (crewing in Attilla) coming up from the south coast for fun!  Very 
much appreciated. 
Saturday 6th. 
Visitors arrived and, with an 1100hrs briefing and planned 1200hrs race 
start, plenty of support from membership as usual to help un-hitch and 
get visitors ready.  Tea and brunch was served and then we all stood 
back and watched the weather come in.  It was blowing a hooley to say 
the least with heavy gusts getting to F6 & F7.  Our OOD (Roy Turner) and 
Chief Safety (Peter Fletcher), in agreement with helms, made the right 
decision to postpone and then cancel race 1.  Even Dave Allen (Attilla) 
said he wouldn't go sailing in that..! 
So, with time on our hands, the bar was opened and the usual 
comparison, conversation, and contemplation, of other set-ups and rigs 
ensued.  All the while, our social team made a fantastic effort to bring 
dinner forward to a late lunch.  Great fun had with good food and good 
company throughout the afternoon. 
Sunday 7th, 
With an 1100hrs briefing and planned 1230hrs race start, we launched as 
soon as we could.  In mixed conditions with a westerly fairing more 
consistent and gusting to F6, our OOD set a superb course of 3 marks (a 
right angled triangle) with a laid mark on the other (Essex) side of 
Thames Reach, meaning competitors had to cross the shipping 
channel.  We were set for 2 fantastic races, of 3 laps each, back to back. 
Race 1.  Phoenix (636), Avocet (565), and Attilla (573) led the fleet round 
in a great ding-dong between them with very close racing and swapping 
of positions.  In mid-field was also close seeing swapping of positions 
between several boats.   
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  Fantastic racing throughout the fleet all the way to the end.  Phoenix 
(636) coming out on top. 
Race 2.  A few of race 1's mid-field boats started very well especially 
with Ozone Friendly (535) and Chrystal Dawn (610) having great starts, 
closely followed and within the first lap passed by Phoenix (636) and 
Attilla (573).  Through buckets of horizontal rain on occasion, we again 
saw a great ding-dong that ensued throughout the fleet and swapping 
of positions, with Phoenix (636) coming out on top again. 
Final Results after 2 races.  Position (Points)  
Phoenix (636): 1st (2). Avocet (565): 2nd (6). Chrystal Dawn (610): 3rd 
(9). Zenith (643): 4th (10). Attilla (573): 5th** (13). Emma (655): 5th 
(13). Proud Mary (533) 5th  (13). Ozone Friendly (535) 6th** (14). Haze 
Daze (612) 7th (15). Widgeon (660) 8th (18). 
**Disqualified in race 1 for not passing within the limit mark . 
After racing, our social team had laid on a feast for our prize giving 
afternoon tea where Geoff Honey & Rob Turpie (Phoenix) lifted the GSC 
DB Open Cup (it came home!), following years out of sailing, and 2nd 
and 3rd places walking away with their engraved GSC prize tumblers 
respectively. 

All in all another huge success of an open.  A special thank you to our 
visitors from TSC and especially to Tim Parkinson (Avocet) for his kind 
words at our prize giving on why he comes back year on year to go sail-
ing at GSC's Open.  A special thanks to the sailing committee, social 
committee, OOD, Safety Crews, onshore support, and membership in 
general, as well as, Penny and Steve Davies (Widgeon) for accommo-
dating visitors.  A true whole club event. 
Visitors would have heard me say before (and I'll say it again), sailing at 
Gravesend offers a very different sailing experience.  We go sailing on 
one the busiest shipping channels in the World, with a multitude of sail-
ing considerations and conditions you might never come across in many 
sailing areas across the country.  I would always recommend helms do 
not come to us for a "sailing holiday", but, should come very much for a 
different sailing / racing experience.  John Davies-Mullan –DB535 
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Once again the Dayboat Association had a 
stand at the Farnborough Dinghy Show earlier 
this year. This show is primarily about class 

associations and provides an excellent opportunity to promote the 
Yachting World Dayboat and let other sailors know that it is still “alive 
and kicking”. Many thanks to all those who made this year’s participation 
run so smoothly. 
   Michael ’s boat  provided a worthy centrepiece and the striking colour 
drew the eye to the stand which was in a prominent position. Bob and 
Kath Davis produced a slick and informative backdrop for the boat. 
   The stand was busy throughout the two days with past, present and, 
hopefully, future dayboaters. There was plenty of general interest in this 
traditional boat.  
   David has already mentioned  Bob and Kath’s long term contribution to 
organising this event and their retirement. This leaves a key role to be 
filled. Michael has already agreed to loan his boat again, which is a good 
start.  Sally Hewitt  

 
Please send contributions for future copies of DB NOTES to the editors 

Roy and Wendy Davies—wroydav@gmail.com 
If you are happy to receive your DB NOTES  by email,  get your photos in 
colour and save the association mailing costs? Please email the editor. 

RYA DINGHY SHOW 2024 

Michael Hewitt’s DB Groovie at 

the show. 

Next years date 

Farnborough International   

22 - 23 February 2025 
 

Put the date into your diary — We 
will be there 



 

 


